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What is this?

This training concentrates on getting on the ballot.

We have videos with other trainings about running for 
office so you have the best chance of winning.

Life is a remix, so take what you want from it, discard 
anything you don’t need or do not have time to use and 
add the new things you learn.

Learn from your efforts and Iterate! Iterate! Iterate!

Put yourself out there.  You cannot win if you don’t run.



Get on the Ballot

• Make sure you know all of the 
requirements & dates to get on the ballot

• Pick up nomination papers 

• Gather signatures 

• File nomination papers

• Mail thank letters to everyone who 
helped gather signatures



Requirements

For Federal, State and county offices, consult 
the Massachusetts Election Division’s How to 
Run for Office page at:

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/
getting-on-the-ballot/how-to-run-for-office.htm

For Town offices, ask your town clerk.

https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/getting-on-the-ballot/how-to-run-for-office.htm
https://www.sec.state.ma.us/divisions/elections/getting-on-the-ballot/how-to-run-for-office.htm


Signature Requirements
Federal & State

• U.S. Representative – 2,000

• Governor’s Councillor – 1,000

• State Senator – 300

• State Representative – 150



Signature Requirements
County

County Offices - Sheriff (?), Register of Deeds, 
Clerk of Courts

• Bristol, Essex, Hampden, Middlesex, 
Norfolk, Plymouth, Suffolk & Worcester 
Counties – 1,000

• Barnstable, Berkshire, Franklin & 
Hampshire Counties – 500

• Dukes & Nantucket Counties – 25



Signature Requirements
Town

Town Offices:

• Select Board - ~100

• Elected Town Meeting - ~10

Check with your town clerk



Federal, State & County 
Dates #1

• Nomination papers are available mid-February 
2024

• You must submit your nomination papers to 
the relevant local election office for validation 
no later than:

• District & County Candidates: April 30, 2024

• Federal Party Candidates: May 7, 2024

• Federal Non-Party Candidates: July 30, 2024



Federal, State & County 
Dates #2

You submit your nomination papers to the 
Massachusetts Election Division no later than:

• District & County Candidates: May 28, 
2024

• Federal Party Candidates: June 4, 2024

• Federal Non-Party Candidates: August 
27, 2024



Town Dates

Check with your town clerk



Other Requirements

• US House

• State Offices

• County Offices

• Town Offices



US House Requirements

• You must be a resident of Massachusetts 
on Election Day;

• You must also be at least 25 years old; 

• You must also have been a U.S. citizen for 
at least 7 years.



Governor's Council

You must have resided in Massachusetts 
for five years before Election Day.



Massachusetts 
Legislature

State Senator, you must:

• reside in the district on Election Day;

• have resided in Massachusetts for five 
years before Election Day.

State Representative, you must:

• reside in the district on Election Day.



County Offices

• Register of Deeds: You must reside in the 
district on Election Day.

• Clerk of Courts: No residency 
requirements.

• County Commissioner: If elected, you 
can’t reside in the same city or town as 
another county commission

• Sheriff: No residency requirements?



Town Offices

Check with your town clerk



Gathering Signatures

During the signature gathering 
period, you must concentrate on 
gathering the required number of 
signatures as quickly as possible.



Gathering Signatures

Get on the ballot, then you can worry 
about other activities. *

* Unless you are running for US House 
of Representatives, then you should 
fundraise too, but make sure you 
concentrate on signature gathering!



Where to get them
• Federal / State / County Offices: 

• You can pick up nomination papers in person at 
the Election Division’s Boston, Springfield, or Fall 
River offices, beginning on February 13, 2024;

• You can also call or email the Elections 
Division on or after February 13, 2024 to have 
papers mailed to you. 

• Papers can’t be provided electronically.

• Town Offices:  Ask your town clerk



Get the Correct Papers
• Federal / State / County Offices: 

• Papers should be YELLOW and are only for 
candidates who are registered in a political 
designation (Pirate) and not registered in a 
party (Dem/Rep/Lib) or as independents;

• If they send you the wrong papers (it has 
happened), tell them to send the correct 
ones;

• Town Offices:  Papers are WHITE



Fill it in correctly

• Review the nomination paper;

• Make sure you filled it in correctly;

• If the form is for a specific municipality, 
write down the town in the correct field.



State Election Paper

Red: You fill out         

Blue: City/town fills out        

Orange: Be aware of



State Election Paper
Red: You fill out         Blue: City/town fills out        Orange: Be aware of



State Election Paper
Red: You fill out         Blue: City/town fills out        Orange: Be aware of



Town Election Paper

Red: You fill out         

Blue: City/town fills out        

Orange: Be aware of



Town Election Paper
Red: You fill out         Blue: City/town fills out        Orange: Be aware of



Town Election Paper
Red: You fill out         

Blue: City/town fills out        

Orange: Be aware of



Who can sign?

• Any Massachusetts registered voter in YOUR 
district can sign your nomination papers; 

• Not every signature will be valid. Plan to get 
at least 50% more than you need;

• NEVER make a stray mark on any 
nomination paper. No checks. No strike 
throughs. Nothing that shouldn’t be on the 
form!



How many should you 
plan to gather?

• Not every signature will be valid;

• People give you the wrong address;

• People aren’t registered to vote;

• People sign Mickey Mouse;

• Plan to get 50% more signatures than you 
need.



Where to Get 
Signatures

Find places where YOUR voters are likely:

• Your neighborhood. Door-to-Door is best

• Busy city/town squares

• Dump/recycling center

• Festivals & places people aren’t in a rush

Always be polite, but don’t chat too long, 
especially with people who oppose you.



Asking for Signatures
• Tell them who you are, that you are gathering signatures to 

get a candidate on the ballot (preferably you!) and ask them 
politely to sign for you;

• If they waver:

• Tell them you want to make sure they have a choice on 
election day. 60+% of all legislative elections never have a 
challenger;

• They don’t have to vote for you, but helping you get on 
the ballot is a win for democracy;

• Tell them why you are running.



Asking for Signatures

• If a voter says they already signed (for you or 
your opponent), ask them to sign anyway. 

• They will only get counted once and you 
won’t be penalized if they aren’t counted for 
you.



Asking for Signatures
• Ask voters to sign and print their name so their entry 

can be read clearly. 

• The easier it is for the elections clerk to validate the 
signature, the more likely the signature is to count;

• You need their address, but don’t have to fill in Ward/
Precinct fields. Clerks do that;  

• If they aren’t voters, carry voter registration forms (get 
them at your city/town) and register them. 



It’s wafer thin

• You don’t need to fill an entire nomination 
paper;

• You should have more than enough 
nomination papers to gather the signatures 
you need and it helps with …



Take care of your 
nomination papers!

• NEVER make a stray mark on any 
nomination paper:

• No checks;

• No strike throughs;

• If someone makes a stray mark on a 
nomination paper, put that paper on the 
bottom and start with a fresh one.



Take care of your 
nomination papers!

• Write on post it notes if you need to note 
something, but make sure it doesn’t bleed 
through to the nomination paper;

• Never:

• leave your nomination papers 
unattended!

• Use a nomination paper that has already 
been validated by a city/town!



Candidate’s First 
Database

• Get voter lists from city/town. This info. has 
name, address, DOB, gender, party and most 
importantly, in which elections they voted;

• Find out if voters are owner / renters from 
assessors database;

• Put it in a database and merge the two data 
sets;

• Add your volunteers, donors, etc.



Filing Nomination Papers

• File nomination papers with town/city as 
they are completed. Don’t wait to the 
last minute!

• If you file them early and get them back 
well before the filing deadline, you will 
know how many signatures you have and 
when you have enough to stop.



Filing Nomination Papers

• Be sure to hand in the voter registration forms 
on top of the nomination papers so they are 
processed first;

• Get receipts when you file the nomination 
papers, so they can be sure they are giving them 
to the correct campaign;

• If you don’t, then you need to bring a letter on 
campaign stationary authorizing the person 
bearing the letter to pick up the signatures.



Filing Nomination Papers

• For non-Town elections, pick up the 
nomination papers when notified they are 
available or stop by periodically to check 
if they are done validating them. Don’t be 
a nudge;

• Keep the nomination papers safe;

• Copy the nomination papers so …



Before you file
• Make sure your city/town filed out the Voter 

Registration Certificate on the required number of 
forms;

• Make sure you sign at least one nomination paper 
saying to accept the nomination;

• For State Offices: File a statement of financial 
interests with the Ethics Commission. It is not 
detailed.

• For Town Offices: List anyone who could fill your 
vacancy, if needed.



Candidate’s First 
Data Set

• Put your signers in your database. 

• These are the voters who have had the 
most interaction with you. 

• Don’t lose that information!



Filing Nomination Papers

• … Until you have enough signatures 
(with extra) to get on the ballot;

• … Then file them with the 
Commonwealth’s Election Division and 
any other required paperwork;

• Be sure to publicize when you are 
dropping them off.  Take photos and 
videos and share widely.



Send Thank You Notes

• Thank the volunteers who helped you get 
on the ballot!

• Send them a thank you note soon after 
they helped;

• Send a letter telling them you got on the 
ballot;

• … and that you couldn’t get on the 
ballot without their help. Cuz’ its true!



Are we done?

• Do we have more time?

• If so … next slide …



Voter ID is Vital

• Elections are all about turnout

• Between 5% and 30% of voters will turn 
out

• You have to identify your supporters so 
you get them out to vote for you 
(GOTV)



Meet voters!

• Have a supporter who is a parent of a 
child at that school introduce you during 
morning drop off or afternoon pickup 

• Attend block parties and city/town 
festivals

• Have meet & greet events at senior 
centers and for members of local groups



Meet voters! (cont.)

• Keep track of who you meet & their 
concerns. You need a database that has all 
the voters in your district 

• Follow up with the voters you meet either 
by dropping off a flier with a thank you 
note or by mailing a flier & a thank you

• Have supporters write letters to friends 
telling them why they are voting for you



Go Door-to-Door

• Purpose of Door-to-Door effort is to:

• meet voters & tell them about you

• identify which voters will support you

• From the voter list, you should develop a 
walk list.  Divide streets into even and 
odd sides to make record keeping easier



Go Door-to-Door 
(cont.)

• Mark a voters level of support with 1 as 
will vote for you and 5 as will not vote 
for you

• If a voter isn’t supportive, move on 
quickly but politely.  Find someone who is

• When someone isn’t home, be sure to 
leave a flier hanging on their door handle



Get Out The Vote 
(GOTV)

• All your efforts must lead to the GOTV 
effort

• Through the Door-to-Door effort you 
have hopefully identified a lot of voters 
who will support you

• Now you have to make sure they will be 
at the polls on election day



GOTV Early Voting

• Before early voting starts, drop off notices 
to all supporters telling them where to 
vote

• Call all supporters:

• Remind them that you need their vote. 
Thank them if they voted for you  

• Tell them where to vote & when it is 
open



GOTV Election Day

• If you can identify who didn’t vote during early voting

• Before election day drop off notices to all supporters 
telling them where to they vote and when

• Call all supporters

• Remind them that you need their vote

• Tell them where their polling place is & when it is 
open

• Ask if they need a ride to the polls


